
 
The PALYNOLOGISCHE KRING invites nominations for the 

3rd Florschütz Award  

for best MSc thesis in Palynology and Palaeobotany 

The award is named after one of the foremost Dutch pioneers in palynology, 

and will be awarded annually to the most outstanding MSc thesis and consists 

of a prize of 500€. 

Students are nominated by their supervisor, accompanied by a letter of support. The main topic of the 

thesis should be palynology (in any of its facets) and/or palaeobotany and should be supervised by a staff 

member of a Dutch University or research institute. Only nominations are accepted from a supervisors 

and/or students who are a member of the Palynologische Kring at the time of the research. 

A supervisor can nominate maximally two theses per round. Only recent MSc theses (last two academic 

years) will be considered, not the published articles that are based on thesis work. An individual MSc 

thesis will be considered only once. Since in 2020 no award was presented this year up to two awards 

are available. Due to differences in grading and supervision, supervisors are invited to shortly explain in 

their letter of support how theses are corrected and graded at their respective institutes. 

All nominations will be reviewed by a panel of experienced palynologists/palaeobotanists that together 

cover all aspects of our field and have extensive experience in thesis supervision: 

• Em. Prof. Han van Konijnenburg-van Cittert 

• Em. Prof. Henk Visscher 

• Em. Prof. Corrie Bakels 

• Em. Prof. Henry Hooghiemstra 

The panel selects the winning thesis which will be officially awarded by the Palynologische Kring. 

Submitted theses are assessed for their innovative use of palynology/palaeobotany, and overall quality 

of writing and presentation. The Palynologische Kring reserves the right to not hand out the award in 

case theses of insufficient quality are nominated. 

The 2021 deadline is November 1st. Submissions can be sent to: info@palynologischekring.nl. The award 

will be presented at the first meeting of the Palynologische Kring of the new calendar year. 

Dr. Mr. Frans Florschütz obtained a degree in law at Leiden University but continued studies in biology in 

Utrecht . His strong personal interest in (paleo) botany led to his introduction of the rapidly developing 

field of palynology in the Netherlands. He became professor by special appointment in Leiden and 

received an honorary doctorate from Utrecht University, followed in 1948 by his appointment as full 
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Professor in palynology and paleophytology of the Cenozoic in Leiden. He both excelled in scientific 

studies and popularizing works, mostly through his book “Nederland in het ijstijdvak”, which was co-

authored with Prof. van der Vlerk. By extension of his professorship to a national appointment, he spread 

palynology to many institutes in the Netherlands in Utrecht, Nijmegen and Wageningen. He received the 

prestigious KNGMG Van Waterschoot van der Gracht Penning in 1965, few months before he passed 

away. Frans Florschütz has initiated and touched many fields of palynology and continues to inspire new 

students with his original ideas. 
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